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Status of Enhancements to Infrastructure at Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center

The medical center is enthusiastic to provide a status report regarding construction at the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center in Saginaw, Michigan.  

Construction is still in full force at the VA located at 1500 Weiss Street, Saginaw.  The medical center has begun a multi-year construction project to convert from steam to hot water throughout the entire medical center.  It is expected that this project will be completed in 2012.  

Additionally, the medical center was awarded $8.818 million in stimulus funding in 2009 to enhance infrastructure. The projects for the Saginaw VA Medical Center include replacement of the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system in designated areas; an upgrade and expansion of existing electrical closets throughout; and an upgrade to the primary electrical distribution system.  

“The HVAC Replacement project will include the installation of four air-handlers with associated condensing units, ductwork, piping, and electrical work. The construction on the fifth floor is in the punch list phase and partially turned over for the VA to occupy.  The next construction area that the contractor has moved into is the Canteen Cafeteria and Dietetics.  This is an intense portion of the project, with the contractor working 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to minimize downtime.  The project is approximately 63% complete, but there is still plenty of work that needs to be done to reach project completion,” states Kevin Russell, P.E., Facilities Engineering Project Manager for the VA.  This project upgrades the HVAC system in various areas of the medical center.

Should you have any questions regarding these enhancements and what they mean for the future of VA healthcare, please contact the Public Affairs Officer, Carrie Seward, at (989) 497-2500, extension 13363.
