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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Consumers Energy Awards Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center in Saginaw, Michigan with Energy Efficiency Award and Rebate of $150,000

The Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center in Saginaw, Michigan received a generous rebate and award for Energy Efficiency on December 20, 2012.  The medical center has undergone major infrastructure enhancements to aid the facility in becoming more energy efficient.  

The award is in recognition of implementing energy optimization measures that will help meet the future energy demands in our state.  Consumers Energy thanks the VA for their commitment to energy efficiency, the environment, and for being an energy efficiency leader in Michigan’s business community.

Projects at the VA Medical Center contributing to this award included:

·  New high efficiency hot water boilers
·  Variable frequency drives on Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) fans   
 and pumps
·  Insulation of hot water piping  
·  New High-Efficiency Domestic Water Heaters

“VA Saginaw is one of very few Federal Facilities to have exceeded their FY 2015 Energy Intensity Reduction Goal.  The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC in Saginaw has reduced its energy intensity by 34.67% from baseline year 2003.  Had VA Saginaw not achieved these savings, their utility costs would have been an additional $323,417.01  in FY 2012.  This cost avoidance is continuing, and the rebate of $150,000 from Consumers Energy which covers only some of the work that was completed at the VA, is seen as a third- party endorsement of the great work being accomplished there,” states Jeff Means, Network Energy Manager for Veterans Integrated Service Network 11, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

“This is a real energy efficiency success story, said Tom Begin, Consumers Energy Community Affairs East Regional Manager.  Since 2008, when Michigan’s Comprehensive Energy Law took effect, the Energy Efficiency Program has distributed over $40 million in incentive rebates to our electric and natural gas customers.  And money is available for 2013, so we encourage all our customers to let us help them invest in energy savings.”

 “Thanks to the staff in our Facilities Management Service who have worked diligently to see all of these infrastructure projects through to completion,” stated Associate Medical Center Director, Stephanie Young.  “They have persevered through multiple projects occurring simultaneously, which brought about many challenges.  However, their commitment to the work of making this VA Medical Center safer and more efficient for the Veterans we serve and our staff is noteworthy and evident in receiving this award and significant rebate of $150,000 – which will be redistributed into utility accounts for future payments.”

The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC in Saginaw, Michigan operates an 81-bed skilled nursing and rehabilitation community living center, with an additional 19-bed acute medicine wing.  It provides care to over 30,000 Veterans in a 35-county geographic area, from mid-Michigan to the Mackinaw Bridge and includes providing care at nine Community Based Outpatient Clinic locations throughout Michigan.
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