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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

VA Manages Robust Green Environmental Management System

The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) mission is to deliver quality healthcare to our nation’s Veterans. In accomplishing this mission, the VHA must also demonstrate it is committed to protecting and improving the environment. In 2005, the VHA made a determination in which VA facilities needed to take necessary action to integrate environmental accountability into its day-to-day decision-making and long-term planning.  This action resulted in the implementation of the Green Environmental Management System or GEMS. 

The Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center, like most healthcare facilities, produce a vastly diverse, and sometimes complicated, set of wastes which require special considerations during end of use management. In order to reduce the potential for negative human and environmental impacts, the GEMS works with senior management and area supervisors to reduce, or in some cases eliminate, the negative effects which can arise as a result of healthcare design, construction, and operational practices.

The GEMS has a mission-related responsibility to find environmental solutions which protect the health of patients, employees, and the community. An important starting point for the GEMS program has been to assess and understand what types of waste the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center produces, and then review local, state, and federal requirements to determine the most environmentally responsible way to manage each type of waste. The GEMS program has also started working closely with outside contractors which assist with capturing details on the types, amounts, and associated costs for material removal to identify inefficiencies in areas such as cost of disposal, recycling, design, and construction, purchasing, energy, water consumption, waste generation, chemical use, and transportation. This information is used to set goals which will help reduce waste and toxicity, track performance, meet the needs of patients and the community, reduce costs to the taxpayer, and provide a safe and respectful work environment.

With the assistance of the GEMS program, the VHA has a unique opportunity to establish a leadership role in addressing current and future environmental issues, while also enhancing organizational effectiveness, protecting financial resources, and bringing a better quality of care to our nation’s Veterans.

At the Aleda E. Lutz VA in Saginaw, the GEMS program has already increased its waste diversion by 2.25% from 2013 and is currently meeting its waste diversion goal of 40% for 2014.

The Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center serves over 32,700 Veterans in 35 counties from mid-Michigan to the Mackinaw Bridge.  The medical center provides acute and telemetry care, inpatient rehabilitation and skilled nursing care, palliative (end of life) care, and a vast array of outpatient care services.  It also manages nine Community Based Outpatient Clinics in Alpena, Bad Axe, Cadillac, Cheboygan County, Clare, Gaylord, Grayling, Oscoda, and Traverse City.
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