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Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center Highlighted in Healthcare Equality Index 2014

The VA Medical Center in Saginaw, Michigan Named as 

“Leader in LGBT Healthcare Equality” by National Survey

Saginaw, MI – October 24, 2014 – The Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center (VAMC), encompassing a Healthcare Annex and nine Community Based Outpatient Clinics throughout Michigan, has been recognized as a “Leader in LGBT Healthcare Equality” in the Healthcare Equality Index 2014, an annual survey conducted by the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Foundation, the educational arm of the country’s largest lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) organization. The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC earned top marks for its commitment to equitable, inclusive care for LGBT patients and their families, who can face significant challenges in securing adequate healthcare. This is the second year the facility has received this recognition.
Ms. Peggy Kearns, Medical Center Director states, “I am proud that our VA staff provide quality care and service to every Veteran, no matter their sexual preference or orientation.  It is our duty and privilege to make them feel welcomed and respected.”

The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC was one of a select group of 426 healthcare facilities nationwide to be named Leaders in LGBT Healthcare Equality. Facilities awarded this title meet key criteria for equitable care, including non-discrimination policies for LGBT patients and employees, a guarantee of equal visitation for same-sex partners and parents, and LGBT health education for key staff members. 

“These facilities are doing amazing work to enact and support inclusive policies,” said Human Rights Campaign Vice President and Chief Foundation Officer Jeff Krehely.  “They have proven that they are not only committed to the equal treatment of their LGBT patients, but their LGBT employee as well.”  To learn more, please visit:

www.hrc.org/hei.

The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC in Saginaw, Michigan operates an 81-bed skilled nursing and rehabilitation Community Living Center, with an additional 8-bed acute medicine and telemetry wing.  It provides care to over 33,700 Veterans in a 35-county geographic area, from mid-Michigan to the Mackinaw Bridge.  Veterans also receive care at one of our nine VA Community Based Outpatient Clinics located throughout Michigan.
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