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November is National Veterans Caregiver Month – Learn How You May Receive Assistance for Being the Caregiver of a Veteran Who May Qualify for Special Benefits

VA knows your focus as a caregiver is taking care of the Veteran you love. It can be an incredibly demanding job, and we want you to know you do not have to do it alone.
Assistance is just a quick phone call away – while you are supporting a Veteran, we are here to support you. Sometimes, the best thing to do is just talk it out. We have the support and information you need.
Our sole purpose is to help you – the wife or husband, mother or father, sister or brother, daughter or son, or loving family member or friend – who cares for a Veteran. Know that you deserve support, too, and  you are eligible for assistance. VA's Caregiver Support Line at 1-855-260-3274  has licensed caring professionals standing by. They can:
· Tell you about the assistance available from VA. 
· Help you access services and benefits. 
· Connect you with your local family Caregiver Support Coordinator at a VA medical center near you. 
· Just listen, if that is what you need right now. 
VA’s authority for new and expanded benefits to caregivers was passed into law by Congress in 2010. In the law, Congress provided that some caregiver benefits, such as stipends for designated primary family caregivers, would be for those caring for eligible Veterans who incurred or aggravated a serious injury in the line of duty on or after September 11, 2001.
Nationally, there have been 4,773 family caregivers and 6,825 general caregivers approved over the past year for special benefits.
At the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center, there have been 95 family caregivers and 174 general caregivers approved for the program.   The Aleda E. Lutz VA Caregiver Support Program Manager can be reached at (989) 497-2500, extension 11953.  We encourage you to call if you are the caregiver for a Veteran who is disabled.  Benefits may also be available to a secondary caregiver as well.
[bookmark: _GoBack]VA has long supported caregivers of Veterans of all eras to include WW II, Korean War, and Vietnam War. Veterans who are eligible may receive skilled nursing, home health aides, 30 days of respite each year, and much more.  We know from our experience that Veterans are best served when they can live their lives as independently as possible. For seriously injured Veterans, that degree of independence is often reliant on a devoted family caregiver.  You may learn more at:  http://www.caregiver.va.gov/support_landing.asp

The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC in Saginaw, Michigan which operates an 81-bed skilled nursing and rehabilitation Community Living Center, with an additional 19-bed acute medicine and telemetry wing.  It provides care to over 32,700 Veterans in a 35-county geographic area, from mid-Michigan to the Mackinaw Bridge.  Veterans also receive care at one of nine VA Community Based Outpatient Clinics located throughout Michigan.
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