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VA Celebrates National Nurses Week May 6-12

Saginaw, MI - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), the nation’s largest single employer of nurses, joins the American Nurses Association in honoring America’s nurses dedicated to saving lives and maintaining the health of millions of individuals during National Nurses Week, May 6-12.

This year’s Nurses Week theme is “Nurses: Delivering Quality & Innovation in Patient Care” and VA health care facilities throughout the country will pay tribute to their 80,000 nurses who Mr. Jeff Nechanicky, Acting Medical Center Director at the Aleda E. Lutz VA, describes as “the compassionate backbone of VA’s world-class health care system”.

Annually, National Nurses Week begins on May 6, marked as Nurse Recognition Day, and ends on May 12, the birthday of Florence Nightingale, founder of nursing as a modern profession. During this week, nurses at the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center and its nine Community Based Outpatient Clinics located throughout Michigan will be honored with an awards ceremony, lunch and learn, special breakfast buffet, and college alumni spirit day.

National Nurses Week is devoted to highlighting the diverse ways in which the nursing profession commits to improving health care. From bedside nursing in hospitals and long-term care facilities to the halls of research institutions, state legislatures, and Congress, the depth and breadth of the nursing profession is meeting the expanding health care needs of American society and its Veterans.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For more information about VA nurses, contact the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center Nurse Recruiter at (989) 497-2500, extension 11469, or check the Web at http://www.va.gov/nursing/ .

The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC in Saginaw, Michigan operates an 81-bed skilled nursing and rehabilitation Community Living Center, with an additional 19-bed acute medicine and telemetry wing.  It provides care to over 30,000 Veterans in a 35-county geographic area, from mid-Michigan to the Mackinaw Bridge and includes providing care at nine Community Based Outpatient Clinics located throughout Michigan.
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