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Aleda E. Lutz Veterans Affairs Medical Center Unveils Patriotic Mural

The Aleda E. Lutz Veterans Affairs Medical Center welcomed local artist, Aleksandra Vidan Petrov to honor her work at a mural unveiling ceremony held September 14, 2011.  Aleksandra comes from a small town of Sveti Nikole, Macedonia. She answered the opportunity to paint this patriotic mural for the Veterans Affairs Medical Center and provided the following artist statement which explains what the mural means to her:
 
The idea of the mural assembles the United States’ national symbols.  The purpose is to raise feelings of pride among Veterans who served, are serving, and will serve in the United States Armed Forces.
 
All components of the mural composition support the main idea and represent the freedom, independence, and strength of the American people.
 
The freely waving American flag is the foremost symbol, depicting the pulse and vital movement of the nation.
 
The Veteran Affairs Medical Center bears the name of the American Army Flight Nurse, Aleda E. Lutz.  Her face is a symbol to all who have given their lives serving for the good of the people and the United States.
 
Roses are the National Flower Emblem of the United States.  They surround Aleda’s face, symbolizing life, love, devotion, beauty, and eternity.
 
“To care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan” serves as a reminder that no one should forget what Veterans have done, what they are doing, and will do for our country.
 
The American bald eagle represents freedom, strength, and courage.  In the sketch, the eagle is flying, which symbolizes a free and independent country moving forward.
 
The men and woman in uniform incorporate each branch of the U.S. military to include Air Force, Army, Marines, Navy, and Coast Guard.
 
The female raises her hand to take the oath to serve her country.
The U.S. Army General performs a standard military hand salute, which is a gesture to display respect.
The men shaking hands from the Marines and Navy symbolize unity among the U.S. Military.
The man in the flight suite symbolizes his readiness to serve and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic.
 
The airplane, model C-130 Hercules, is a military transport aircraft, originally designed as a troop, medical evacuation, and cargo transport aircraft. 

The VA welcomes you to stop in and see this wonderfully-portrayed piece that will be enjoyed by Veterans, visitors, and VA staff for years to come. 

###



image1.jpeg
VA Defining

ueatrs | EXCELLENCE

CARE | in the 21st Century




