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Three VA Police Service Employees Receive National Recognition
The Aleda E. Lutz Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) is proud to announce three of its employees received national recognition for their achievements in Fiscal Year 2013 (October 2013 – September 2014). All three employees are with the Federal Police Service stationed at the Saginaw VAMC. 

Lt. Lance Ritchie, Police Service Training Lieutenant, was recognized as the Lead Police Officer of the Year for his contributions to the mission of the Police Service and the medical center by continuously working with officers to maintain a highly-trained and motivated department. As Firearms Instructor and Ground Defense Instructor, Lt. Ritchie uses his instructional techniques and safety skills to enhance officer safety by utilizing a hands-on method of training.  Lt. Ritchie initiated an approach with the local community law enforcement which allowed VA Police Officers to be entered into numerous community training and educational activities, and allowed local law enforcement to benefit and use VA training equipment. 

Deputy Chief (DC) Brian Fogg was recognized as the Supervisor of the Year for his accomplishments. DC Fogg was detailed to several VAMCs throughout the country to act as the Chief of Police and help bring those departments in line with standards set by VA Central Office. He received numerous accolades on his work at these locations. DC Fogg was a key player in seeing the Saginaw VA receive its first highly satisfactory inspection, the highest rating achievable for a VA Police Service. In addition to assisting with Police Service, DC Fogg also serves as the alternate Emergency Manager for the facility and is involved in numerous committees within the facility and the community as a whole.

Chief Nicholas Amen was recognized as the VA Police Chief of the Year for his continuing efforts to create a safe and secure environment for all staff, Veterans, volunteers, and visitors at the Aleda E. Lutz VAMC in Saginaw. In addition to being the Chief of Police, he is also the facility Emergency Manager and is constantly developing plans to provide emergency response to potential incidents. His expertise and counsel has been relied upon not only at the facility level, but nationally as well. This is evidenced by the fact he was nominated and elected to the Law Enforcement Training Academy Advisory Council where his input is being used in developing training standards for VA Police nationwide.  He also participates on several other National and Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) level committees. His work ethic and dedication to the mission of the VA and the safety of all individuals at the Medical Center, Healthcare Annex, and Community Based Outpatient Clinics is outstanding. He consistently goes above and beyond and sets the example for others. Chief Amen’s achievements, growth, and enthusiasm for Law Enforcement and Emergency Management continues to support many performance goals, review and survey expectations, but most importantly is noteworthy in the VA medical center’s continued record of safety and preparedness for Veterans, employees, volunteers, and visitors.  We appreciate his dedication and leadership.

The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC in Saginaw, Michigan operates an 81-bed skilled nursing and rehabilitation Community Living Center, with an additional 8-bed acute medicine and telemetry wing.  It provides care to over 33,500 Veterans in a 35-county geographic area, from mid-Michigan to the Mackinaw Bridge.  Veterans also receive care at one of our nine VA Community Based Outpatient Clinics located throughout Michigan.
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