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VA Named Honoree Partner with Goodwill Industries for Patriot Place in Gaylord, Michigan
The Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center was the proud recipient of an Honoree Award on March 13, 2013, for partnering with Goodwill Industries for a transitional housing program for homeless male Veterans in Gaylord, Michigan.  The Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center provides a unique partnership with Patriot Place, transitional housing for homeless male Veterans. Through the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center, Patriot Place has an onsite clinical liaison that immediately assesses participant needs upon entry and identifies how both the VA and Goodwill program can best assist Veterans in moving them to independent living.
Having a VA clinical liaison onsite is crucial to the success of the program. It allows Patriot Place to have a direct line of communication with the VA to get documentation, assist in medical transportation, and facilitate mental health and substance abuse programming. This unique program and partnership significantly helps the Veterans we serve to strive to excel.
Patriot Place, operated by Goodwill Industries of Northern MI and in partnership with Aleda E. Lutz VAMC, opened its doors to serve homeless Veterans on November 1, 2011.  Goodwill and VA homeless staff have been able to reach out to and provide transitional housing for over 50 homeless male Veterans in the past 16 months.  

Patriot Place provides transitional housing to homeless male Veterans for up to 24 months, during which time Veterans receive supportive services in the program to assist them in developing skills which will prepare them to successfully transitions into permanent, affordable housing.  Staff provide support, education, resources, and referrals to residents who have to work hard to overcome multiple challenges.  Barriers  such as poor credit history, disabilities which limit employability, little or no  income, lack of transportation, limited supports, stigmas associated with mental illness and substance use disorders, as well as limited vocational and social skills are examples of what residents have an opportunity to work on while at Patriot Place.  

In fiscal year 2012, National VA Grant and Per Diem (GPD) Program headquarters set the target goal for each GPD Program nationwide to aim high and try to help at least 65% of Veterans exiting a GPD program to discharge into independent housing.  Patriot Place not only met but exceeded that goal in 2012!  This is no small feat, considering that Patriot Place is located in rural Northern MI, which has limited resources for Veterans to access affordable, safe, permanent housing.  Patriot Place is looking forward to another productive year in 2013, continuing its efforts to work toward the VA goal of ending homelessness among Veterans by providing housing and services to one Veteran at a time! 

The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC in Saginaw, Michigan operates an 81-bed skilled nursing and rehabilitation Community Living Center, with an additional 19-bed acute medicine and telemetry wing.  It provides care to over 30,000 Veterans in a 35-county geographic area, from mid-Michigan to the Mackinaw Bridge and includes providing care at nine Community Based Outpatient Clinics located throughout Michigan.
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