ALEDA ESTER LUTZ
A MEMOIR OF THIS
VA MEDICAL CENTER’S NAMESAKE

A GIRL FROM FREELAND...

Aleda Ester Lutz was born on November 9, 1915 in Free-
land, Michigan. Aleda E. Lutz, a graduate of the Saginaw
General Nursing School, enlisted in the Army Nurse Corps
(ANC) in November 1941. She was stationed as a general
duty nurse at Station Hospital at Selfridge Field, Michigan.
She later transferred to the 802nd Medical Air Evacuation
Transportation Squadron and was promoted on December &
17, 1943 to Lieutenant, Army Nurse Corps. Her last assign-
ment was General Duty Nurse, 802nd Maets.

Lieutenant Lutz gave much comfort and aid to wounded troops that were
being evacuated from the battle front. She came into many combat zones
while evacuating wounded troops. While overseas, she was active in Euro-
pean, African, and Italian battlefields. Several times she helped to evacuate
wounded soldiers from the Anzio Beachhead, which was under fire from the
German Army.

Lieutenant Lutz was involved in 196 missions and had accumulated 814
hours in the air, more than any other army nurse. On the tragic day of her
death, November 1, 1944, Lieutenant Lutz was transporting 15 wounded
soldiers from Lyon, France to a hospital in Italy in a C-47 when a violent
storm was encountered. The pilot lost control of the plane and it crashed
into the side of a mountain in St. Chaumon, France. There were no survi-
vors. Lieutenant Lutz was buried with full military honors in an American
Cemetery in France.

Lieutenant Lutz, known as "Lutzy" to all who knew her, was 28 years old
when she was killed; she is thought to be the first female killed in action in
World War Il.

Lieutenant Lutz received the Distinguished Flying Cross. This was the first
award of its kind ever given to an Army Nurse in World War Il. The citation
read:

"For outstanding proficiency and selfless devotion to duty."
Lieutenant Lutz had five battle stars: Tunisia, Sicily, South Italy, Central It-
aly, and South France; she also received an Air Medal with Four Oak Leaf

Clusters.

The Aleda E. Lutz Veterans Affairs Medical Center was dedicated in her
memory in 1950 and was rededicated in her name on October 12, 1990.



Aleda E. Lutz Honored in Draguignan France
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Our Medical Center’'s namesake, Lieutenant Aleda E. Lutz, was in-
volved in 196 missions and had accumulated 814 hours in the air, more
than any other army nurse. On the tragic day of her death, November
1, 1944, Lt. Lutz was transporting 15 wounded soldiers from Lyon,
France to a hospital in Italy in a C-47 when a violent storm was encoun-
tered. The pilot lost control of the plane and it crashed into the side of
a mountain in St. Chaumon, France. There were no survivors. Lt. Lutz
was buried with full military honors in an American Cemetery in France.
Lt. Lutz was from Freeland, Michigan.

Most recently, a couple from Fort Gratiot, Michigan, visited Draguignan
France’s Rhone Military Cemetery. They were astounded to learn that
the most decorated woman soldier, Lt. Aleda E. Lutz was buried there.

A group in France, the Souvenir Fracho Americain, has existed since
1968, and has as it's only purpose the honoring of the American War
Dead who are buried there. Their motto is “we must never forget what
the Americans did to lead the liberation of France”.

On August 16, 2009, the director of the Souvenir Franco Americain, M.
Maurice Dreclerc, will be giving a speech in honor of Lt. Lutz and her
heroism, in celebration of the liberation of Draguignan, which occurred
August 16, 1944.

It is with honor that we now serve as employees of the “Aleda E. Lutz
Veterans Affairs Medical Center” as Lt. Lutz remains a true war hero
and a noble and worthy defender; not ;
only of our freedom, but in the care and
rescue of her fellow comrades under
very volatile and dangerous conditions.

May you rest in peace Lieutenant Lutz.




PAGE 3

Aleda During a Flight Mission
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A Series of Airplane Crash Reports Provide Interesting Detail to The Causation...

Permission Granted from Air Force Historical
Research Agency to publish these military docu-
ments. They are public record and releasable.

-Carrie Seward, PAO







A la mémoire des cinq membres d'équipage du Dakota

icain et des quinze soldats blessés Alliés et Al

qui ont trouvé la mort lors du crash du

1 Novembre 1944

This is an excerpt from an e-mail that was sent to B
the individual who is sharing Aleda’s history with =&t it Al s DEC
us. His brother, Roger Phillips, was also killed in ks s
the crash. He has been receiving these docu- ‘ i
ments and photos from an individual in France.
There is an annual ceremony held on a date in

September to honor the soldiers that died in the crash.

“A few years ago, the inhabitants of the region and Associations wanted
these soldiers to not be forgotten. September 7, 2002 a Stele (memorial) was in-
stalled right where Aleda died.

Since 2002, every year there is an official ceremony in the month of Septem-
ber to honor the soldiers.

No American family has attended. I
believe that there is an address of
nurse Aleda LUTZ in a document,

% but it dates 1944.

ten on history and photos have been
~ taken by the inhabitants.”
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SOUVENIE FRANCO AMERICAIN
COMMEMOERATION OF THE LIBERATION OF DEAGUIGNAN 2009

Dear friends and veterans,

We are again together to celebrate the sixty-fifth anniversary of the liberation of our city.
On this occasion, I would like to stress on a particular point you may ignore.

Here. in this magnificent cemetery, lie not only men. but also a woman. She was the first
woman who was killed in operation during World War Two. She was a nurse, a first
lisutenant flight nurse in the US Armv Air Forces. Her ambulance was a C-47 plane
transformed into a flying hospital, on which she flew eight hundreds and sixty hours and
participated i1n one hundred and ninety six missions, evacuating three thousands and five
hundreds men.

On November 1 1944, her C-47 took off from Luxeuil, North Eastern France.
southbound to Montelimar with 4 crew members and 15 wounded soldiers both Us and
Germans on board. While flving over Mount Pilat, near Lvon. France, the plane crashed
because of terrible meteorological conditions killing all the passengers.

On December 28" 1944, our hero was awarded posthumously the Distinguished Flyving
Cross. She was the first woman to receive that decoration as a military. During her career,
she earned she earned six Battles Stars and was also awarded the Air Medal with four Oak
Leaf Cluster, the Red Cross Medal and tre Purpel Heart.

These honors make Aleda E. LUTZ, so 15 her name, one of the highest decorated woman
in the history of the United States of America.

She 1s resting close to us. here at RHONE AMERICAN CEMETERY AND MEMORIAL.
A hospital ship of the US Navy as well as a Collector C-47 airplane has been named after
her.

The Veterans™ affair Medical Center in her home town of SAGINAW, MICHIGAN. was
also given her name. It 15 the only one in the USA to be named for a female veteran.

On this Remembrance Dav. let us have our deepest thoughts and love for her.

God bless vou
God bless the United States of America.

Maurice DRECLERC, Pdt of Souvenir Franco Americain Draguignan, with kind help af
Scott DESJARDIN, Superintendant af American Cemetary Rhéne and his staff.
Thank vou verv much)



Permission Granted from Air Force Historical Research Agency to publish these military
documents. They are public record and releasable. -Carrie Seward, PAO
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Permission Granted from Air Force Historical Research Agency to publish these military
documents. They are public record and releasable. -Carrie Seward, PAO
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Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame

FREELAND — In 1942, a woman from Freeland
enlisted with the U.S. Army to care for wounded Ameri-
can, British and French soldiers, and the occasional
wounded German or Italian prisoner of war.

A graduate of Arthur Hill High School and the Saginaw
General Hospital School of Nursing, Aleda E. Lutz was
an aerial nurse in World War Il, caring for America’s
boys on hospital transport planes as they hurried their
cargoes back to bases from the front lines and from the
battlefields. She died at 28, on her 196th mission,
when the airplane that was carrying her and 15
wounded soldiers crashed in a storm between Lyons,
France and Italy on Nov. 1, 1944.

Saturday, Lutz will join former military members,
women Air Force service pilots and other aviation fig-
ures with Michigan ties when she receives a place of
honor at the Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame in Kalama-
Z0o0.

Lutz has several living nieces and nephews, many still
in the Freeland area. Her nephew and current Titta-
bawassee Township Trustee Paul Vasold, 77, will
travel to Kalamazoo on Saturday to accept the award
in Lutz’s honor.

“She died serving her country,” he said. “Any time we
can honor those kinds of people, we should do that.”

Lutz’'s decision to serve in the 802nd Airborne Medical Air Evacuation Squadron would take her
far from her roots, her family and her home to the far-away countries of Tunisia in Africa, Italy
and France. Her decision would ensure the care and evacuation of more than 3,500 patients, all
while she logged more than 814 hours in the air.

“Transporting by air the wounded from battle areas to base hospitals is the work that we do
here,” Lutz wrote in January 1944, shortly after she was promoted from second to first lieutenant.
Vasold remembers his aunt as an outgoing, funny person who once sent him a whole coconut
through the mail, addressed by the postcard stapled to the shell.

“Shell and all, she mailed it to me from Florida while she was in training,” he said.

After her death, Lutz was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal with Four
Oak Leaf Clusters. Lutz’s story, one of a pioneer and a patriot, was used by the Army to recruit
more nurses for the service.

“She could well have been the most highly experienced flight nurse in the entire Army Air Corps
at the time of her death,” said Ron Thurlow, a former Freeland resident who has extensively stud-
ied Lutz’s history.

Thurlow said he has found Lutz to be one of only a handful of flight nurses awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross during World War Il. Lutz was the leading flight nurse in the 802nd in terms
of evacuations flown, number of flight hours and the number of patients evacuated, he said.

Her work and her courage would later lead the naming of a hospital ship and Aleda E. Lutz Veter-
ans Affairs Medical Center, 1500 Weiss in Saginaw, in her honor.

Lutz also is a member of the Saginaw and Michigan Women’s Halls of Fame.

“We are proud to have her as a part of our community,” said Lynne Olson, president of the Titta-
bawasse Township Historical Society, the group that nominated Lutz for the aviation hall’s induc-
tion. “We are so proud of what she has done for aviation and for women, especially.”




Inducted into the Michigan Women's Hall of Fame

Aleda E. Lutz

(1915 - 1944)
Inducted: 1994
Era: Historical

Area(s) of Achievement: Avia-
tion, Medicine/Health Care,
Military

"For outstanding proficiency
and selfless devotion to duty,"
reads the citation accompanying
the Distinguished Flying Cross presented in December of 1944 to First Lieutenant Aleda
Lutz of Freeland. She had volunteered for duty with the 802nd Medical Air Evacuation
Squadron, the first of its kind. Lutz had recorded 814 hours in the air when the C47 hospital
plane evacuating 15 wounded soldiers from the battlefront near Lyons in Italy crashed kill-
ing all aboard.

Aleda E. Lutz is one of the most celebrated women war heroes of World War II. As a First
Lieutenant Army Flight Nurse she flew 196 missions evacuating over 3500 men. She also
logged the most flight hours of any flight nurse. She earned six battle stars before her death,
and she was recorded as the first military woman to die in a combat zone in World War II.
Lutz was awarded the Air Medal four times, the Oak Leaf Cluster, the Red Cross Medal,
and the Purple Heart. She was also the first woman awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
in a World War, our nation's second highest military honor.

A Veteran's Medical facility located in her hometown of Saginaw, has been named after her
by Congressional Decree. The congressional resolution was first offered in 1949, but died
in committee, mainly because she was a woman. Though the building was completed in
1950, it was not until August 15, 1990, that it was officially named. The United States
Army Hospital Ship and a C-47 plane have also been named in her honor. With the excep-
tion of the Civil War Era Doctor Mary Walker, these honors make Aleda E. Lutz the highest
decorated woman in the history of the United States of America.
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Aleda’s Presence...

Aleda E. Lutz
VA Medical Center




