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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Newspaper and Public Service Announcement

Members of the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center Management Team Received Homeland Security Training at the Center for Domestic Preparedness in Alabama

Recently, a group of management officials at the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center of 1500 Weiss Street in Saginaw, Michigan, traveled to the only federally-chartered Weapons of Mass Destruction training site in Anniston, Alabama, for a week-long advanced training in emergency response.  The opportunity to specifically train healthcare professionals in disaster preparedness and response is critical to supporting our local communities should the VA need to assist during a community disaster event.  Those completing the training gain critical skills and confidence to respond effectively to a crisis.

The Emergency Management Program at the VA Medical Center is comprised of many tiers of responsibility and an organized approach when it comes to managing a disaster.  Teams are formed, drilled, and ongoing education exists through a planned approach of scheduled mock events that tests skills, experience, and offers an opportunity to identify areas for improvement.

Although the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center does not support trauma services, their main objective in a community disaster is to offer support to local hospitals who may need to transfer individuals for continued care that would meet criteria for the level of care and staffing the VA could provide – ascertaining quality and safety of the individual.  The VA would also assist with triaging and treating non-trauma related injuries and illness.

Having opportunities to engage in yearly disaster drills within the community is paramount in the continuation to evaluate processes and assure teams are ready and ample supplies are inventoried to support a “continual readiness” approach.

We thank all of our employees who have been trained, participate in drills, and are willing to serve to help others should we ever have to see such an event in our neighborhood.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center serves over 32,700 Veterans in 35 counties from mid-Michigan to the Mackinaw Bridge.  The Medical Center provides acute and telemetry care, inpatient rehabilitation and skilled nursing care, palliative (end of life) care, and a vast array of outpatient care services.  It manages nine Community Based Outpatient Clinics in Alpena, Bad Axe, Cadillac, Cheboygan County, Clare, Gaylord, Grayling, Oscoda, and Traverse City, as well.
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