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VA Social Workers Nationwide Take Part in National Professional 
Social Worker Month to Highlight Ways Social Workers Help Veterans   

Saginaw-- Social workers at VA medical facilities nationwide are taking part in a variety of activities at their local facilities as part of National Professional Social Worker Month in March to highlight the key role VA’s 11,000 social workers play in helping our Nation’s Veterans obtain needed care and services.  At the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center, we pay tribute to the many contributions our Social Work Staff make to the Veterans we serve.
 
The theme for National Professional Social Work Month is “All People Matter.”  This year’s theme was chosen by the National Association of Social Workers to help raise awareness of the American social work profession’s 116-year commitment to improving social conditions and quality of life opportunities for all people.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	“Throughout the country, VA is identifying and recognizing the numerous contributions of VA Social Work Departments as well as the many contributions of individual social workers,” said Dr. Robert A. Petzel, VA’s Under Secretary for Health.  “Social workers place an emphasis on providing personalized, person-centered care for Veterans, their families and caregivers.” 
                      
	VA social workers can advise Veterans, their family members, caregivers, and friends about getting help from VA or from community agencies to enable them to continue to live in their own home, or help from programs such as Meals on Wheels.

	VA social workers are responsible for ensuring continuity of care through the admission, evaluation, treatment, and follow-up processes.  This includes coordinating discharge planning and providing case management services based on the patients’ clinical and community health and social services resources.

“Social workers are available in all program areas and are ready to help with most any need,” said Ms. Peggy Kearns, Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center Director, Saginaw.  “If Veterans have questions or need support, their social worker will be able to help or can refer them to the right person for help.”

VA social workers develop and implement treatment approaches that address individual social problems such as grief counseling, substance abuse, marital and parenting issues, stress, and depression due to financial and/or health reasons.  

	Those who need help in applying for benefits from the VA, Social Security Administration, and other government and community programs can seek help from a VA social worker.

“If you are in a crisis situation, social workers can provide counseling services to help you get through the crisis.  The social work professional will then help you with more long-term needs and help you apply for services and programs in your community and through the VA,” said Michael Kilmer, VA’s Chief Consultant for Care Management and Social Work Services.

For additional information, visit VA’s social work website at www.socialwork.va.gov.  A helpful list of VA and community resources can be found at www.socialwork.va.gov/links.asp.

The Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center serves over 32,700 Veterans in 35 counties from mid-Michigan to the Mackinaw Bridge.  The Medical Center provides acute and telemetry care, inpatient rehabilitation and skilled nursing care, palliative (end of life) care, and a vast array of outpatient care services.  It manages nine Community Based Outpatient Clinics in Alpena, Bad Axe, Cadillac, Cheboygan County, Clare, Gaylord, Grayling, Oscoda, and Traverse City as well.
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