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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Newspaper and Public Service Announcement

April 6-12 Marks National Volunteer Week and VA Thanks Hundreds of Volunteers for Their Commitment to “Serve Those Who Have Served”

The Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center appreciates each volunteer who has made it one of their personal goals to give back to Veterans and assist employees in a variety of tasks.  Each volunteer is considered an important member of the facility’s healthcare team.

Volunteers at the VA Medical Center help to transport Veterans throughout the Community Living Center and medical center in wheel/transport chairs, assist staff in many departments, visit with Veterans, bring newly-admitted Veterans a welcome gift, and so much more.

One volunteer position we would like to highlight is our Parking Lot Shuttle Service.  We are excited to obtain, through an innovations grant, two new vehicles for the shuttle program.  There are currently twelve regularly-scheduled volunteer drivers and three substitute drivers who work a number of different shifts to provide rides for Veterans, visitors, and staff, from the parking lots to the Community Living Center or front entrance of the medical center.

Individuals who present to the medical center’s parking lot may find signs posted with a phone number to call should they need a ride.  We continue to strive to take the very best care of Veterans and providing them a ride is a simple gesture of thanks for everything they have done for us.

If you are interested in volunteer opportunities at the VA Medical Center, you may contact Voluntary Service at (989) 497-2500, Extension 13360 to learn more.  You may also visit http://www.saginaw.va.gov/giving/index.asp

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center serves over 32,700 Veterans in 35 counties from mid-Michigan to the Mackinaw Bridge.  The medical center provides acute and telemetry care, inpatient rehabilitation and skilled nursing care, palliative (end of life) care, and a vast array of outpatient care services.  It also manages nine Community Based Outpatient Clinics in Alpena, Bad Axe, Cadillac, Cheboygan County, Clare, Gaylord, Grayling, Oscoda, and Traverse City.
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