Red Wings visit veterans
[image: Red Wings visit veterans]
Red Wings visit veterans
Posted: Thursday, September 16, 2010, 1:52 PM 
[image: Jeff Schrier | The Saginaw News]Jeff Schrier | The Saginaw News 
Follow 
Jeff Schrier | The Saginaw News Detroit Red Wings player Todd Bertuzzi, right, poses for a picture with veteran Larry Wagner, left, of Big Rapids at Lutz Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 1500 Weiss in Saginaw. Several Red Wings stopped by the hospital to visit the patients and staff and sign autographs on their way to training camp in Traverse City. 
Detroit Red Wings forwards Todd Bertuzzi, Darren Helm, Jimmy Howard and Mike Modano visit veterans at Saginaw's Lutz VA Medical Center
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SAGINAW — Dressed head to toe in Detroit Red Wings gear, Marty W. Laaksonen Sr. was prepared for some special visitors to Saginaw's Lutz Veterans Affairs Medical Center on Thursday.

"I've always been a big Red Wings fan," said Laaksonen, 60. "If they play, we're in front of the TV."
Detroit Red Wings forwards Todd Bertuzzi, Darren Helm, goaltender Jimmy Howard and new Red Wings center Mike Modano spoke with veterans at the medical center at 1500 Weiss in Saginaw as part of the Detroit Red Wings community relations tour as the players travel to training camp in Traverse City.

"That's something special, that's something really special that doesn't happen too often," said Laaksonen, a Vietnam-era U.S. Army and Navy veteran. "Just to talk to them face-to-face is really great. This whole thing is just fantastic." 

Known as "cowboy" amongst his peers because of his cowboy hat and land he owns in the state's Upper Peninsula, Laaksonen asked 20-year NHL veteran and Red Wings newcomer Modano about his beard from across the medical center's recreation space and dining room.

"Because it makes me look tough," retorted Modano, who came to the Wings from the Dallas Stars.

The National Hockey League stars made an earlier stop Thursday at Flint’s Potter Elementary School, where they answered questions from students.

"It really brightens up these guys' day and the kids' day if we have a chance to take their minds off their situation," Modano said.

U.S. Army veteran Bill Grannis said he has been a Red Wings fan since he was 8 years old and idolized Gordie Howe while growing up in Ann Arbor. The 55-year-old said the visit from the professional hockey players brightened the day for patients.

"They're awesome guys to do this, to take the time out of their busy schedule and come down here and do this for us," he said. "It's a real thrill and a heck of a nice gesture on their part. We really appreciate it."

Red Wings Helm and Bertuzzi said meeting with veterans was a special experience for them given what they have done for the country. 

"It's amazing the sacrifice and what they did for us to have a chance to play the game of hockey," Helm said. "It's great to be able to come over here and cheer them up a little bit. Just to make an appearance, it's just awesome."

Jimmy Howard, last year's Calder Trophy nominee for the NHL's rookie of the year, said it was a "cool experience" to speak with veterans and to receive their best wishes. 

"It's pretty cool because they got really excited, and for me it's very humbling just because these guys are shaking our hands, saying it's really nice to meet me, and I feel like they've done a whole more for the country than I have," Howard said.

Detroit Red Wings captain and six-time Norris Trophy winner for the league's best defenseman Nicklas Lidstrom and forwards Tomas Holmstrom and Patrick Eaves made visits to Grand Rapids and Muskegon, and forwards Justin Abdelkader and Drew Miller made a stop in East Lansing.

The Detroit Red Wings will open its preseason schedule with a game against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Sept. 22 at the newly constructed CONSOL Energy Center. The Red Wings will host the 2010-11 season opener against the Anaheim Ducks on Oct. 8 in Joe
Four Detroit Red Wings players to visit the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center in Saginaw Thursday
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SAGINAW — Saginaw County veterans will receive a special visit from some professional hockey heroes this week.

Detroit Red Wings forwards Todd Bertuzzi, Darren Helm, goaltender Jimmy Howard and new Red Wings center Mike Modano will speak with military veterans at the Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday at 1500 Weiss in Saginaw.

The event is closed to the public.

The four will travel directly from a rally at Flint’s Potter Elementary School where the NHL stars will answer questions from students and take a class photo with each grade.

Both visits are part of the Detroit Red Wings community relations tour as the players travel to training camp in Traverse City.

The Detroit Red Wings will open its preseason schedule with a game against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Sept. 22 at the newly constructed CONSOL Energy Center. The Red Wings will host the 2010-2011 season opener against the Anaheim Ducks on Oct. 8 in Joe Louis Area.
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