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SUMMER  2016  P AGE  2  Message from the Director 

Greetings Veterans and Visitors:   

 

Please allow me to introduce myself, I’m 
Ginny Creasman, Pharm.D., the newly-
appointed Medical Center Director. 

 

I come from the Indianapolis VA 
Healthcare System and have been an 
employee of the VA since 1992, holding 
a number of leadership roles. 

 

I am very excited to help this 
organization continue to provide quality 
care and services to Veterans and I look 
forward to enhancing and improving 
processes to make your care experience 
exceptional. 

 

This VA, which includes nine Community 
Based Outpatient Clinics, already has 
dedicated, caring staff.  I hope to help 
them provide you quality, safe care and 
services each and every time. 

 

Please, if you see me in the hallway, be 
sure to introduce yourself.  I’m eager to 
talk with you! 

-Dr. Ginny Creasman 

 

Our 

Values 

 

ICARE 

 

Integrity 

Commitment 

Advocacy 

Respect 

Excellence 



THE  V ETERANS  GAZETTE  P AGE  3  New VA Clinics 

An additional VA clinic, Grand Trav-
erse VA Clinic, was opened in Trav-
erse City and will provide Mental 
Health and Physical Therapy services.  
All other services will continue to be 
provided at the VA Community Based 
Outpatient Clinic on Racquet Club 
Drive. 

Our VA is proud to announce the 
new Oscoda Community Based Out-
patient Clinic.  Although located at 
the same address, the new clinic 

was constructed in a different area 
of the building and began seeing 

Veterans on June 28, 2016. 



SUMMER  2016  P AGE  4  Special Events and Recognition 

This Art Piece, a statute of military items was designed by a 
group of Veterans involved in the Compensated Work Therapy 
Program, and took 1st place in an art contest. A poem entitled 
“American Hero” won 3rd place in a Veterans Art Contest.  

We have a wonderful group of Volunteers who serve Veterans and employees.  We had 
the opportunity in April to formally recognize them.  We could not have the successful 

healthcare organization that we have without them being a part of our team!!! 

Our VA recently 
completed an en-
tire laboratory ren-
ovation.  The area 
and equipment are 
now current and 

state-of-the art, as 
they continue to 

provide diagnostic 
reports to our 

staff. 

The VA2K Walk and 
Health Fair was a 
great success.  
Thanks to all who 
participated! 
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VA Farmer’s Market 

The VA on 1500 Weiss Street 
will hold a Farmer’s Market 
each Tuesday from 11:30 
a.m.—1:00 p.m. on the 
Southeast lawn of the medical 
center. 

Transportation Assistance 

If you need transportation 
assistance, we may be able 
to help.  We have a Rural 
Health Transportation 
Program that runs from 
Gaylord, Grayling, West 
Branch, and Standish to 
Saginaw, Ann Arbor, or 
Detroit.  We also have 
Veterans Transportation 
Network with vans 
throughout Michigan. 

Call for Rural Health at: 

989-497-2500, Ext. 13125 

Call for Veterans 
Transportation Network 
Routes at: 

989-497-2500, Ext. 13360 

MOVE! 

MOVE! is a comprehensive weight 
management program for Veterans.  
The program is designed to help 
Veterans make positive lifestyle 
changes to take control of their 
weight and health. 

 

Talk with your health care provider 
today to learn more! 

Aid to Needy Veterans  

Program 

The Aid to Needy Veterans 
Program is now located in 
Voluntary Service, Room 1-
1360 in the hallway near the 
Auditorium.  

Program Highlights 

Attention All Patients 

Have you traveled abroad in 
the last 30 days? 

If so, please notify staff 
immediately if you feel ill with: 

Fever 

Cough 

Nausea 

Vomiting 

Diarrhea 

Rash 



SUMMER  2016  P AGE  6  

New Smoke Less Environment Policy to Be 
Implemented 

 

As our VA continues to enhance health and well-
being, we are implementing a new Smoke Less 
Environment Policy which will require Veterans and 
visitors to smoke in designated areas. 

 

Until parking/pavement construction is completed 
later this summer at the Community Living Center entrance, the Veterans’ 
designated smoking area is on hold.  Please watch for future communications 
regarding this policy in the near future. 

Quality, Safety, Value (QSV) would like to 
thank Ms. Jennifer Lathrop for demonstrating 
a commitment to keeping patients safe by 
“Stopping the Line” and taking action to 
prevent potential patient harm.  Because of 
actions taken every day by dedicated 
professionals like Jennifer; VA Hospitals 
continue to be leaders in Patient Safety.  Her 
efforts remind us what a difference one 
person can make to keep patients safe.  

 

Congratulations to Lisa Fischer, RN, 
Palliaitve Care, for the “Simply Sensational 
Award” for providing excellent care to 
Veterans and assisting her co-workers. 

 

 

Thank You and Congratulations!!! 

Employees Recognition 
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June 2016 

Kellie Gray,  

Quality, Safety, Value 

 

Employee Recognition 

July  2016 

Maureen Hoppe, 

Primary Care 

May 2016 

Jayanti Pandit,  

Diagnostic Services 

Congratulations to our Employees of the Month who 
have been recognized for providing excellent care 
and services to Veterans and employees at the VA 

and Community Based Outpatient Clinics. 

Several nurses were nominated this 
year for Nurse Excellence Awards.  
This year’s recipients were from 

left:  

Lisa Waiters, Registered Nurse 

Victoria Fetter, Licensed Practical 
Nurse 

Mary Currie, Registered Nurse 

Callie Edens-Schlak, Gaylord  

(no photo) 



SUMMER  P AGE  8  Special Program Contacts 

Suicide Prevention Coordinator  

989-497-2500, extension 11778 

 

Former Prisoner of War Advocate 

989-497-2500, extension 11798 

 

Military Sexual Trauma Coordinator 

989-497-2500, extension 15713 

 

Multiple Sclerosis Coordinator 

989-497-2500, extension 11440 

 

Seamless Transition 

989-497-2500, extension 11794 

 

VA Caregiver Support Coordinator 

989-497-2500, extension 11953 

 

Veterans Justice Outreach            

Coordinators 

989-497-2500, extension 11916 
or extension 11694 

 

Women Veterans  

Coordinator 

989-497-2500, extension 11560 

 

Suicide Prevention 

Hotline 

1-800-273-8255 

Press 1 

PTSD Awareness 

Learn, Connect, and 

Share 

Visit 

www.ptsd.va.gov 

Saginaw VET Center 

Readjustment Counseling 

Services 

5360 Hampton Place 

Saginaw 

(989) 321-4650 
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Community Based Outpatient Clinics 

Clement C. VanWagoner  

Department of Veterans Affairs    

Community Based Outpatient Clinic 

180 North State Avenue 

Alpena, Michigan 49707 

 

 

Bad Axe Veterans Affairs 

Community Based Outpatient Clinic 

1142 S. Van Dyke Road 

Bad Axe, MI  48413 

 

 

Cadillac Veterans Affairs  

Community Based Outpatient Clinic 

1909 N. Mitchell Street 

Cadillac, MI, 49601 

 

 

 

Cheboygan County  

Community Based Outpatient Clinic 

14540 Mackinaw Highway 

Mackinaw City, MI 49701 

 

 

 

Clare Veterans Affairs 

Community Based Outpatient Clinic  

11775 N. Isabella 

Clare, MI 48617 

 

 

 

Gaylord Veterans Affairs 

Community Based Outpatient Clinic 

806 S. Otsego 

Gaylord, Michigan 49735 

 



Traverse City Veterans Affairs 

Community Based Outpatient Clinic  

3271 Racquet Club Drive              

Traverse City, Michigan 49684 

Veterans Affairs Healthcare 

Annex 

4241 Barnard Street 

Saginaw, MI 48603 

Grayling Veterans Affairs 

Community Based Outpatient Clinic  

1680 Hartwick Pines Road         

Grayling, Michigan 49738 

Oscoda Veterans Affairs 

Community Based Outpatient Clinic  

5671 Skeel Avenue, Suite 4      

Oscoda, Michigan 48750 

Community Based 
Outpatient Clinics 

 

Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center 

1500 Weiss Street 

Saginaw, MI 48602 

1-800-406-5143 

Call Center—Extension 11230 

Tele-Nurse—Extension 11240 

www.saginaw.va.gov 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/VASaginaw 

MyHealtheVet: 

www.myhealth.va.gov 

Grand Traverse VA Clinic 

Mental Health and Physical Therapy 

880 Munson Avenue 

Traverse City, Michigan  49686 


