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Introducing Veterans Health Administration’s Smoke-Free Policy,
Effective October 1, 2019

The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) is implementing VHA Directive 1085 Smoke-
Free Policy for patients, visitors, vendors, volunteers, and contractors at VA health care
facilities consistent with our mission to promote a healthy environment as an important
element of improving our health care system. This will impact all VA medical centers,
including Aleda E. Lutz VAMC and Healthcare Annex in Saginaw, and the VA
Community Based Outpatient Clinics in Alpena, Bad Axe, Cadillac, Cheboygan
(Mackinaw City), Clare, Gaylord, Grayling, Oscoda, and Traverse City. This policy
change coincides with additional VHA efforts to help us become the provider of choice
for Veterans. This new policy of no smoking at VA health care facilities will be effective
on October 1, 2019.

There is currently overwhelming evidence that smoking and exposure to secondhand
smoke creates significant medical risks, and a growing body of evidence that exposure
to thirdhand smoke creates additional risks to safety and direct patient care. To fulffill
our commitment to Veterans, we must be mindful of situations which are harmful to their
health and the wellbeing of our patients, staff, and members of the public. We offer a
number of smoking cessation classes and various treatment alternatives are available.
We encourage Veterans and staff to participate in the resources available to ensure
their success. Veterans may discuss these options with their VA provider or contact the
Health Behavioral Coordinator at 989-497-2500, Extension 12454.

We are not alone in recognizing the importance of creating a smoke-free campus. As of
2014, 4,000 health care facilities and four national health care systems in the U.S. have
implemented smoke-free grounds. Additionally, many Department of Defense (DoD)
facilities, as well as some of our own VHA facilities, have already established a smoke-
free campus.

We are collaborating with key stakeholders, including facility and Veterans Integrated
Service Network (VISN) directors, to recertify and update policy consistent with our
commitment to the safety and wellbeing of our community. In the coming months, we
will work with our experts and facility leaders to develop facility implementation plans
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and resources to fully implement this policy on October 1, 2019.

The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC in Saginaw, Michigan operates an 81-bed skilled nursing and
rehabilitation Community Living Center, with an additional 8-bed acute medicine and
telemetry wing. It provides care to over 36,700 Veterans in a 35-county geographic
area, from mid-Michigan to the Mackinac Bridge. Veterans also receive care at one of
our nine VA Community Based Outpatient Clinics located throughout Michigan. More
information about this VA can be found at www.saginaw.va.gov.

HHH#


http://www.saginaw.va.gov/




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		SmokeFreePolicy.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

