
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Aleda E. Lutz VAMC Participates in VA’s Veterans Health Administration 

Celebrating 75 Years 
 

 
 

This year, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) commemorates 75 years of the 
Veterans Health Administration (VHA).  
 
Originally established in 1946 as the Department of Medicine & Surgery to care for 
Veterans returning from World War II, VHA has evolved to meet the unique challenges 
and care needs of Veterans from every era and at every stage of their lives. 
 
To mark this occasion, Aleda E. Lutz VAMC is hosting campaigns to highlight VHA’s 
long-standing commitment to putting Veterans at the center of the care experience, 
recognizing its world-class mission-driven health care professionals and highlighting 
contributions to medical science. 
 
“As we celebrate this historic milestone, we are presented with an opportunity to look 
back on our contributions to Veteran health care as part of VHA’s 75-year history,” said 
Dr. Barbara Bates, Medical Center Director, “It is also a fitting occasion to recognize the 
extraordinary efforts of our staff and volunteers, especially this year during the COVID-
19 pandemic, a testament to our providing Veterans with efficient, quality health care.”  
 
Since 1950, our VAMC has made vast and wide-reaching contributions as part of VHA’s 
rich 75-year history to improve the health of Veterans and the entire nation by providing 
services and technologies which have changed the way health care providers across 
the country practice medicine.  
 
Some of our most notable local contributions include:  

• National data show that 60% of all health care providers receive some of their 

clinical training at a VA facility. Our medical center is an active part of that 

educational effort and works with well over 100 healthcare profession trainees 

each year. The skills and knowledge they learn from VHA are implemented in 

hospitals and clinics across the country.  
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• VHA leading the nation in telehealth services, with over 4,756 Veterans using 

these services at our medical center and outpatient clinics while increasing 

telehealth by 48% during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• The VA was surveyed by The Joint Commission under Ambulatory Care 

Standards during the week of October 5, 2020. 

• The VA was awarded the 2020 Leader in Health Care Equality for providing best 

practices in LGBTQ patient centered care in June 2020. 
• Aleda E. Lutz VA Recreational Pavilion was officially named Sgt. Major Kenneth 

V. Rice VA Pavilion and was authorized on September 24, 2019 by Department 

of Veteran Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie.  

• Several VA clinical staff deployed in April 2020 to assist Detroit and Ann Arbor 

VAMCs with COVID care of Veterans and community members. 

• Expansions at CBOCs are being planned for Clare, Alpena, Bad Axe, 

Cheboygan, and Cadillac. 

• A new 22,500 square foot outpatient clinic in Traverse City, MI, the Col. Demas 

T. Craw VA Clinic, opened on February 4, 2020. Additionally, a new VA CBOC 

for Gaylord, MI was constructed and opened in August 2020. 

• The Long-Term Care Institute Review was conducted January 8-9, 2020. 

• An 8-bed Acute Care/Telemetry Unit was closed effective October 1, 2019. 

• The Medical Center continues on its journey to becoming a High Reliability 

Organization. 

For more information about VHA’s 75th anniversary, visit https://www.va.gov/vha-
history/.  
 
The Aleda E. Lutz VAMC in Saginaw, Michigan operates an 81-bed skilled nursing and 
rehabilitation Community Living Center.  It provides care to over 37,400 Veterans in a 
35-county geographic area, from mid-Michigan to the Mackinac Bridge.  Veterans also 
receive care at one of our nine VA Community Based Outpatient Clinics located 
throughout Michigan.   More information about this VA can be found at 
www.saginaw.va.gov.    
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