Guide Dogs - VA
What are guide dogs?
Guide dogs are trained to lead the blind or vision impaired. The dog acts as a pilot to direct its owner in a straight line unless directed to turn, while avoiding obstacles in all directions.
How do I get a guide dog?
Blind Veterans are assessed and trained for orientation and mobility. If a guide dog is preferred, information on how to contact guide dog schools is provided. Partnership with the guide dog is provided through non-VA affiliated guide dog schools.
What benefits does VA provide?
Blind Veterans with working dogs are provided veterinary care and equipment through VA Prosthetics and Sensory Aids. VA does not pay for boarding, grooming, food, or any other routine expense associated with owning a dog.

Service Dogs - VA
What are service dogs?
A service dog is a dog trained to do specific tasks for a person that he or she cannot do because of a disability. Service dogs can pick things up, guide a person with vision problems, or help someone who falls or loses balance easily. For example, a service dog can help a blind person walk down the street or get dangerous things out of the way when someone is having a seizure.
Protecting someone, giving emotional support, or being a companion do not qualify a dog to be a service animal. To be a service dog, a dog must go through training. Usually the dog is trained to:
· Do things that are different from natural dog behavior
· Do things that the handler (dog owner) cannot do because of a disability
· Learn to work with the new handler in ways that help manage the owner's disability
Because the handler depends on the service dog's help, service dogs are allowed to go to most public places the handler goes. This is the case even if it is somewhere pet dogs usually cannot go, like restaurants or on airplanes. But there are a few exceptions. For example, service dogs can be asked to leave if they are not behaving well.
How do I get a service dog?
Each Veteran's case is reviewed and evaluated by a prescribing clinician for the following:
· Ability and means, including family or caregiver, to care for the dog currently and in the future
· Goals that are to accomplished through the use of the dog
· Goals that are to be accomplished through other assistive technology or therapy
The Veteran will be informed of an approval or disapproval of their service dog request. Veterans approved for service dogs are referred to Assistance Dogs International-accredited agencies. There is no charge for the dog or the associated training.


What benefits does VA provide?
Veterans with working service dogs are provided some veterinary care and equipment through VA Prosthetics and Sensory Aids. VA does not pay for boarding, grooming, food, or any other routine expense associated with owning a dog.

*VA does not recognize PTSD or any other Mental Health condition as a condition that would benefit from a service dog.  
PCP enters consult, Washington reviews for approval, VA will pay for some service but NOT the dog, training, fences, dog house, or food.

Organizations that can assist with the purchase/training of service dogs:
http://soldiersbestfriend.org/?gclid=CO3A2NGOprECFWVvTAod2T49JA
http://www.k9sforwarriors.org/
http://www.hero-dogs.org/
http://patriotpaws.org/
http://www.freedomservicedogs.org/
http://www.vetshelpingheroes.org/facts
http://www.vetsfwd.org/site/index.php
http://www.vetdogs.org/
http://www.militaryamigos.com 

Organizations that provide training to service dogs:
https://www.nationalresourcedirectory.gov/other_services_and_resources/service_animals
http://www.thisableveteran.org/component/content/article/10-ourdogs/10
Dogs for Heroes:  217-474-4575 - http://thesarge.wix.com/dogs-for-heroes

Listings for Organizations Across the Nation: http://www.operationwearehere.com/MilitaryServiceDogs.html




Therapy Dogs – Non VA

They receive extensive training but have a completely different job than service dogs.  They provide psychological or physiological therapy to individuals other than their handlers.  Typically, they visit various institutions like hospitals, schools, hospices, nursing homes, etc.

Emotional Support Animal – Non VA

Not required to undergo specialized training.  Their primary role is to provide their disabled owners with emotional comfort.  While the ADA does not grant owners of emotional support animals the right to be accompanied by these animals in establishments that do not permit pets, the DOJ/HUD’s Fair Housing Act does allow for disabled owners of emotional support animals to reside in housing that has a “no pets” policy as a reasonable accommodation.  The DOT’s Air Carrier Access Act also allow those with proof of a disability the accommodation of being accompanied by an emotional support animal.

Can typically register your pet (there is typically a fee) utilizing various private organizations such as:

www.nsarco.com
https://www.registermyserviceanimal.com/

Please note, the validity of these organizations have NOT been authenticated.


If a letter from your VA Physician is needed, feel free to discuss this with that provider or with your Social Worker.  A valid Release of Information will need to be completed before any letters can be given.
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